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Welcome to NJHA’s Best at the Beach 2026

It is an honor to celebrate the people, programs and 
healthcare organizations united by a simple, power-

ful purpose: caring for others. Our 2026 Best at the 
Beach honorees bring that purpose to life every day.

Within these pages, you’ll meet exceptional indi-
viduals – nominated by their peers and recognized 
by industry leaders – who represent the very best of healthcare. Their dedication is  
reflected in the lives they’ve improved and the communities they’ve strengthened 
across New Jersey.

They are part of a workforce 162,000 strong in our hospitals, joined by thousands 
more serving in outpatient centers, residential facilities and homes and neighborhoods 
throughout the state. Together, they ensure New Jersey remains a national leader in 
healthcare quality, access and equity. We are proud to celebrate them. 

To our healthcare heroes: You remind us what’s possible when compassion leads.  
New Jersey is stronger because of you.

Deborah Visconi
President & CEO, Bergen  
New Bridge Medical Center
2026 Board Chair, NJHA

Cathy Bennett
President & CEO, NJHA
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A Message from  
NJHA’s Best at the Beach 2026 Presenting Sponsor

To New Jersey’s healthcare heroes,

NJHA’s Best at the Beach is a celebration of excel-
lence, collaboration and a shared commitment to 

good health. Jade Global is honored to support this 
event and to recognize the remarkable professionals, 
organizations and teams who dedicate themselves every day to improving lives.

Healthcare is more than a profession; it’s a calling grounded in compassion, exper-
tise and resilience. Across New Jersey, clinicians, caregivers and innovators continue 
to raise the standard of care, adapt to evolving challenges and deliver meaningful  
outcomes for patients and families. Your unwavering dedication inspires us all.

As a proud sponsor, we are deeply committed to working alongside you to shape the 
future of healthcare. We believe that meaningful change happens when organizations 
come together with purpose and trust. By combining our strengths, investing in new 
solutions and embracing forward-thinking strategies, we can build a healthier, more 
vibrant future for all.

Thank you for your continued leadership, your compassion and your commitment 
to excellence. We are proud to stand with you today and look forward to all we will  
accomplish together.

Sincerely,

Karan Yaramada, CEO
Jade Global
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Meet the 2026 Best at the Beach Honorees

Lifetime Achievement

Sister Jane Frances Brady, SC  |  (posthumous)

Sister Jane Frances Brady (1935–2026) was a visionary health-
care leader, tireless advocate for the underserved, and a trans-
formative force at St. Joseph’s Health for nearly 30 years. Begin-
ning as an administrative assistant in 1966, she rose to become 
President in 1972, leading major expansions that included one of 
New Jersey’s first children’s hospitals, a neonatal intensive care 
unit and trauma center. A champion of health equity long before 
it became a national priority, Sr. Jane dedicated her life to im-

proving access to care for vulnerable communities. In addition to touching the lives of 
countless patients, she was a mentor to scores of healthcare leaders who now carry 
forward her legacy of compassion, leadership and service.

Distinguished Service

Vincent Barba, MD  |  Matheny Medical & Educational Center
Dr. Vincent Barba is a respected physician leader, advocate and cham-
pion for individuals with developmental disabilities. As Vice President 
of Patient Care and Safety and Chief Medical Officer at Matheny  
Medical and Educational Center, he has dedicated more than 30 years 
to advancing high-quality, person-centered care for some of New  
Jersey’s most medically vulnerable residents. A trusted voice in 
healthcare policy, Dr. Barba has worked with NJHA, government lead-
ers and policymakers to protect critical services and funding for indi-

viduals with intellectual and developmental disabilities, ensuring they continue to receive the  
specialized care they deserve.
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Meet the 2026 Best at the Beach Honorees continued ...

Clinical Excellence

Matthew Ostroff, APRN
St. Joseph’s Health

Excellence in  
Patient Experience

ED Navigator Program
Shore Medical Center

Connect Award

Food & Nutrition Initiatives
RWJBarnabas Health

Emerging Leader Award

Kelly Murphy, MSN, RN-BC
Hackensack Meridian Health

Southern Ocean Medical Center
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Meet the 2026 Best at the Beach Honorees continued ...

Inspired Aging

Transitions of Care Program
Trinitas Regional Medical Center

RWJBarnabas Health

Healthy New Jersey

Oliver Station Community
Virtua Health

Legacy of Care

Diann Johnston, MSN, RN
RWJBarnabas Health

Health InnoVision

Usman Shah, MD
Atlantic Health, Overlook  

Medical Center

Digital Health Trailblazer

Linda Reed, RN, MBA
St. Joseph’s Health
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Thank You To Our Sponsors

Give Away Sponsor Opening Video Sponsor  Warm Welcome Sponsor Awards Celebration Sponsor

Presenting Sponsor

Signature Cocktail
RWJBarnabas Health

After-Party
Bergen New Bridge  
Medical Center

Tasting
Envision Health

Sand Lounge
Valley Health System

Tent Sponsor
Kaufmann Hall 
Vizient

Registration
O’Toole Scrivo

Branded Bakery Treats
St. Joseph’s Health

Tonight’s Tunes
Symmetry

Signature Mocktail
Concord Advisory Group
Charging Station
Jefferson Health

LED High-Top Table
Baker Tilly
Capital Health
Christian Health
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Englewood Health
Forvis Mazars
JacksonLewis
Matheny
NJ Sharing Network
Physicians’ Practice Enhancement
Saint Peter’s Healthcare System
PNC Bank
Virtua Health

Grab-n-Go Sponsor
Allaire Health Services
Gift of Life
Parker Health Group



Program HealthForward 
Exclusively for NJHA 
Members

Delivering Innovation,
Driving Impact

By Jade Global - NJHA’s Strategic Ally 
for Digital Transformation

Enabling NJHA members to transform through AI, 
innovation, and trusted expertise.

Book a Complimentary Discovery Call

For the last two decades, healthcare organizations 
have trusted Jade Global to modernize their IT 
operations so their teams can focus on what matters 
most - delivering affordable, accessible care.

As the proud presenting sponsor of Best at the 
Beach 2026, we are deeply committed to 
empowering New Jersey’s healthcare community 
with the scalable capabilities and trusted 
expertise required to advance clinical and 
operational excellence.

Accelerating Healthcare 
Modernization, Together

www.jadeglobal.com info@jadeglobal.com

Services We Offer

Business Benefits

Data, Analytics & AI Services

Integration Services & iPaaS

Operations & Infrastructure Management

Consulting & Change Management Services

Technology Advisory

Cloud Modernization

AI-led Managed Services

Digital Engineering & QA

Up to 30%
reduction in IT operating cost

Up to 40%
fewer critical incidents

Up to 60%
incidents resolved autonomously

99.9%
uptime SLA for clinical systems



atlantichealth.org

Congratulations

HEALTH INNOVISION AWARD  

Usman Shah, MD
Medical Director, GI Oncology & Phase 1 Trials Program 

Atlantic Health Overlook Medical Center

MOST VALUABLE PAC PLAYER AWARD 

Madeline Ferraro
VP, Government & Public Affairs

HEALTHPAC GRASSROOTS ENGAGEMENT AWARD  
Atlantic Health  

CentraState Medical Center





ADVISORY  TAX  AUDIT withum.com/healthcare

PROUD TO SUPPORT THE NEW JERSEY HOSPITAL 
ASSOCIATION AND THEIR MISSION TO DRIVE QUALITY, 
AFFORDABLE AND ACCESSIBLE HEALTHCARE.

The Plus Factor Is...
Care with Compassion



RWJBarnabas Health proudly supports the  
NJHA’s Best at the Beach  
and congratulates this year’s honorees:

Legacy of Care Award 
Diann Johnston, RN

Inspired Aging Award 
Transitions of Care Program at  
Trinitas Regional Medical Center 

Connect Award  
Food Access and Nutrition Initiative

rwjbh.org

Clara Maass Medical Center
Community Medical Center
Cooperman Barnabas Medical Center
Jack & Sheryl Morris Cancer Center
Jersey City Medical Center
Monmouth Medical Center and
     The Unterberg Children’s Hospital 
Monmouth Medical Center Southern Campus 
Newark Beth Israel Medical Center and
    Children’s Hospital of New Jersey

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital and
     The Bristol-Myers Squibb Children’s Hospital  
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Hamilton  
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway  
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Somerset 
Trinitas Regional Medical Center
RWJBarnabas Health Behavioral Health Center  
Children’s Specialized Hospital 
Rutgers Cancer Institute 





Care Like No Other® 
ValleyHealth.com

 Our heartfelt thanks  

to all those at the  

NEW JERSEY HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION 
for all they do to advance healthcare in our State. 

Your  Fr iend s  at  
VAL L E Y  HE A LT H  SY S T E M .



HOME OF SIDNEY KIMMEL MEDICAL COLLEGE

JeffersonHealth.org

Jefferson Health Proudly 
Supports the NJHA’s  
Best at the Beach Event



The New Jersey Hospital AssociationThe New Jersey Hospital AssociationThe New Jersey Hospital Association
Best at the Beach 2026Best at the Beach 2026

Proudly SupportsProudly Supports

CongratulationsCongratulations
To This Year’s HonoreesTo This Year’s Honorees

New Jersey  | oslaw.com  | New YorkNew Jersey  | oslaw.com  | New York



The care you need, when and where you need it.
Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey makes sure that care is never out of reach. From annual checkups to late-
night concerns, we have your back with access to 80,000+ doctors, hospitals across New Jersey and 24/7 virtual care. 

A healthier you, covered by Blue.

Learn more at HorizonBlue.com/YourHealth
Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Coverage may vary by plan.



©2026 Baker Tilly Advisory Group, LP baktertilly.com/bigthinking

Big thinking. Within reach.

New Jersey Hospital Association  
Summer Beach Event 

We’re a proud sponsor.



Congratulations to this year’s 
Best at the Beach honorees!  

www.dughihewit.com
cdomalewski@dughihewit.com

DUGHI, HEWIT &

DOMALEWSKI, P.C.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW



Global to see the big picture.
Local to understand it.

Providing clarity. Building confidence.

Assurance | Tax | Consulting
forvismazars.us

Englewood Health is proud to support the 
New Jersey Hospital Association

and congratulates tonight’s honorees.



Parkerlife.org
732.902.4200 |  

Home & Community  
Based Services

Assisted Living

Nursing Care

Post Acute 
Rehabilitation

We proudly support

NJHA’s Best at the Beach 2024

©2024 Jackson Lewis P.C.  •  Attorney Advertising  •  jacksonlewis.com

Robyn L. Aversa  |  Principal 
200 Connell Drive, Suite 2000, Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922
908-795-5128  |  Robyn.Aversa@jacksonlewis.com

Focused on labor and employment law since 1958, our 1,000+ attorneys located in major cities 
nationwide consistently identify and respond to new ways workplace law intersects business.



CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations
to the 2026 honorees
to the 2026 honorees
to the 2026 honorees
Distinguished Service Award

Vincent Barba, MD, FACHE 
Chief Medical Officer and VP of Patient Care & Safety

Matheny Medical and Educational Center

Distinguished Service Award

Vincent Barba, MD, FACHE 
Chief Medical Officer and VP of Patient Care & Safety

Matheny Medical and Educational Center

matheny.org

For 80 years, Matheny’s dedicated
employees have prioritized the health, well-
being, and life-enrichment of people with
disabilities. This award is dedicated to them
and the special people we serve and care
for deeply. We are proud to support the
NJHA and the valuable work they do on
behalf of New Jersey’s hospitals.

For 80 years, Matheny’s dedicated
employees have prioritized the health, well-
being, and life-enrichment of people with
disabilities. This award is dedicated to them
and the special people we serve and care
for deeply. We are proud to support the
NJHA and the valuable work they do on
behalf of New Jersey’s hospitals.



Saint Peter’s Healthcare System
is a proud supporter of the

New Jersey Hospital Association’s
Best at the Beach 2026

732.745.8600  n  saintpetershcs.com

Sponsored by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Metuchen



Newport Capital Group is proud 
to support

The current written disclosure statement for Newport Capital Group, LLC, an SEC regis-
tered investment adviser, discussing its Advisory services and fees, remains available upon 
request. SEC registration does not constitute an endorsement of the firm by the Commis-

sion, nor does it indicate that the adviser has attained a particular level of skill or ability.

Retirement Plan Solutions       Private Wealth       Foundations & Endowments

NewportCapitalGroup.com



E X C E L L E N C E
Commitment to the highest standards of service.

Delivering strategic guidance and exceptional service is  
at the heart of what we do as a full- service law firm. Clients 
ranging from private enterprises and governmental  
entities to individuals seek out our firm’s lawyers to help 
achieve their objectives.

Prior results do not guarantee  
a similar outcome. 

N E W  J E R S E Y     |     N E W  Y O R K  C H I E S A  S H A H I N I A N  &  G I A N T O M A S I  P C

csglaw.com



MetLife is honored to sponsor 
NJHA’s Best at the Beach event,

recognizing the leaders and teams
shaping the future of healthcare 

in New Jersey.





ACCESS IS JUST THE BEGINNING

The Payor Portal Access & Execution 
Platform For Healthcare

Your Gateway Access to All Payor Portals.

Learn More Today!

zynctechgroup.com

Smart + Secure Results
Manage Portal Access — All in One Spot

Remove Unnecessary Portal Users

Manage Access Levels by Facility 

Clear and Concise Reporting

200%–800% Time Savings by 

Automating Payor Portal Access

“One-Click” Revoke Access for 

Greater IT Security





Physician Management Services 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

L E A R N M O R E  AT  W W W . P P E N ET . C O M  
 

J O S E P H  J .  C A L A B R O ,  D O ,  F A C O E P - D I S T . ,  F A C E P ,   P R E S I D E N T  a n d  C E O  

732-212-0060 Ex t .  208    INFO@PPENET.COM 

A           Affiliate... 

A private practice management company                                    
offering flexible models to fit your needs. 
info@libertymedmanagement.com 
732-936-6444 Ext. 214 





Alera Group is a proud supporter of NJHA and

Best at the Beach

Property and Casualty | Employee Benefits |
Financial Services

SOCIAL MEDIA

 aleragroup.com



A health plan 
for everyone.

© 2026 AmeriHealth  

Coverage issued by AmeriHealth HMO, Inc. and/or AmeriHealth Insurance Company of New Jersey.

AmeriHealth has a plan for you. With access to one of the largest networks of doctors 
and hospitals in the state, plus free 24/7 virtual care. AmeriHealth makes it easy to 
get the care you need—anytime, anywhere. Choose an aff ordable plan that supports 
the whole you.

Learn more at amerihealth.com
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© 2026 Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. | GBSUS108608

Scott Sheridan
Principal

New Jersey Market Leader

Benefits & HR Consulting

T: (551) 655-3068

E: scott_sheridan@ajg.com

Jessica Strzepek
Principal

New York/New England Market Leader

Benefits & HR Consulting

T: (347) 931-7920

E: jessica_strzepek@ajg.com

CONNECT WITH US

Face tomorrow  
with confidence.
For nearly a century, we’ve been a trusted insurance, risk management and consulting 

partner for businesses, communities and people around the globe. Customizing 

programs and solutions tailored to your needs. Driving better outcomes for your  

people and your organization. Helping you build the confidence to handle whatever 

comes next.

AJG.com | The Gallagher Way. Since 1927.

Gallagher is a proud supporter of the  
New Jersey Hospital Association’s Best at the 
Beach event celebrating our healthcare heroes.


