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What a pleasure to celebrate the people,  
programs and healthcare organizations whose 

goal is pure and simple: take good care of people. 
Our 2024 Best at the Beach honorees exemplify  
that commitment.
We invite you to flip through these pages and meet 
these caring, talented individuals who were  
nominated by their colleagues and selected by  
industry peers as healthcare’s shining stars. Each  
one has had a tangible impact in improving the lives 
of New Jerseyans and ensuring that our state is recognized among the best in 
the nation for healthcare quality, access and equity.
There are 155,000 of these caring professionals in our hospitals alone – plus the 
thousands more sharing their skill and compassion in residential care facilities, 
outpatient centers, in individual homes and in communities and neighborhoods 
up and down our state. We salute each and every one. I think we can speak for 
our fellow New Jerseyans when we say, you’re the best! 

Cathy Bennett  Bill Arnold 
President and CEO, Chief Executive Officer,  
New Jersey Hospital Association Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital 
 President, Southern Region, RWJBarnabas Health 
 2024 NJHA Board Chair

Welcome to NJHA’s Best at the Beach 2024
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Meet the 2024 Best at the Beach Honorees

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Audrey Meyers, CEO  |  Valley Health System

Audrey is a visionary leader with a career spanning more than 40 years in delivering 
the highest caliber healthcare. Her 20-year quest to replace an aging hospital in 

Ridgewood with a new state-of-the-art hospital in Paramus will provide healthcare 
services, jobs and community investment for generations to come.

Distinguished Service Award

Warren Geller, president and CEO  |  Englewood Health

Warren has deftly guided the strategic growth of Englewood Hospital and modern-
ized the hospital’s campus, facilities and technology infrastructure. With a strong 

commitment to population health and health equity, he was the state’s first hospital 
leader to endorse the CEO Action for Diversity & Inclusion Pledge.

Distinguished Service Award

Kenneth M. Morris Jr., vice president of external affairs     
St. Joseph’s Health

Ken wears two hats as a healthcare advocate and a local public servant. It’s a com-
mitment that allows him to connect the hospital and its community in meaningful 

and innovative initiatives including one of the state’s first hospital-based supportive 
housing developments.
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Meet the 2024 Best at the Beach Honorees

Emeritus Prize

Joseph Chirichella, president and CEO  |  Deborah Heart and 
Lung Center

Joe is marking the conclusion of a 46-year career that has brought transformative 
initiatives and unprecedented growth to Deborah Heart and Lung Center. A champi-

on for patients and his team members, Joe has also been generous in sharing his time 
and expertise with NJHA, including service on the HBS Board.

James Gonzalez, president and CEO  |  Broadway House for 
Continuing Care

With retirement on the horizon in September 2024, Jim’s distinguished healthcare 
career demonstrates a tireless commitment to improving the lives of the most 

vulnerable New Jersey residents. Under his leadership, Broadway House for Continu-
ing Care has achieved national recognition for innovation and excellence of care, es-

pecially for individuals with HIV/AIDS. 

Icon Award

John K. Lloyd, co-CEO  |  Hackensack Meridian Health (ret.)
Posthumous 

John is remembered as one of the driving forces behind the formation of the Hack-
ensack Meridian Health system that now has more than 500 patient care sites 

and 36,000 team members. A friend to all with a ready smile, he served alongside 
numerous colleagues at NJHA, including a term as Board Chair in 2015. His vision and 

leadership have left an indelible mark on New Jersey’s healthcare landscape.
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Changemaker Award
Thomas Kloos, MD, vice president  |  Atlantic Health System  

President  | Atlantic Accountable Care Organization

Mission & Margin Award
Joseph Dobosh Jr., vice president and chief financial officer (ret.)   

Children’s Specialized Hospital  |  RWJBarnabas Health

Clinical Excellence Award – Acute Care
Gagnon Cardiovascular Institute, Morristown Medical Center  

Atlantic Health System

Clinical Excellence Award – Behavioral Health
Haven at Ramapo Ridge  |  Christian Health

Healthy New Jersey Award
Buprenorphine Program  |  Cooper University Health Care  

Emergency Medical Services 

Finalist
Strategic Partnerships and Sustainable Initiatives to Support Food Access for  

Underserved Communities  |  St. Luke’s Warren Hospital
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Excellence in Patient Experience
Jill Anderson, system vice president of patient experience  |  RWJBarnabas Health

Finalist
Human Experience Executive Committee  |  Virtua Health

Diversity and Inclusion Award
Rhonda Jordan, executive vice president and chief human resources officer  

Virtua Health

Finalist
 The LEAD Initiative 

Bergen New Bridge Medical Center  |  Jewish Home Family,  
Kessler Institute for Rehabilitation  |  Springpoint Senior Living

Connect Award for Outstanding Communications
American Heart Month campaign  |  AtlantiCare

Finalist
Every Community Needs Heroes  |  NJ Sharing Network
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Inspired Aging Award
Manisha Parulekar, MD  |  Hackensack Meridian Health

Finalist
Geriatric Assessment Center  |  Morristown Medical Center  |  Atlantic Health System

Emerging Leader Award
Courtney Timberman, assistant vice president of ambulatory shared services 

  Inspira Health System

Finalist
Michelle Mena, MSN, RN-BC, Oncology Nurse Manager  |  CentraState Healthcare System

HealthPAC Awards
CHAIR’S CIRCLE 

Inspira Health Network
University Behavioral Health Care

GRASSROOTS CHAMPION
Leslie Hirsch, president and CEO

Saint Peter’s Healthcare System

AHA MVP
Audrey Meyers, CEO

Valley Health System

Legislators of the Year
Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin (D-Woodbridge)

Sen. Robert Singer (R-Lakewood)



Best at the Beach  |  July 11, 2024  |  Ocean Place, Long Branch, NJ 9

A Very Special ‘Thank You’ To Our Sponsors

SIGNATURE COCKTAIL
Withum

GIVEAWAY
RWJBarnabas Health

AFTER-PARTY
O’Toole Scrivo, LLC

NJ CRAFT BEER TASTING
Virtua Health

SAND LOUNGE 
Capital Health

Envision Physician Services

SELFIE SPOT
Atlantic Health

TENT 
Bergen New Bridge  
Medical Center
Englewood Health
Saint Peter’s Healthcare System
Valley Health

ENTERTAINMENT 
KaufmanHall
Symmetry

CELL PHONE CHARGING 
STATION
Forvis Mazars

LED HIGH TOP TABLE SPONSOR
Christian Health
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, PC
JRM Construction Management
Kindred Hospitals
McCarter & English, LLP
Metz Culinary Management and 
Environmental Services
Physicians’ Practice  
Enhancement
St. Joseph’s Health 
St. Mary’s General Hospital
Xomad

GRAB-N-GO DESSERT
NJ Natural Gas 
NJ Sharing Network

GRAB-N-GO WATER BOTTLES
JacksonLewis

GRAB-N-GO COFFEE CUPS
Parker Health Group

GRAB-N-GO MINTS
NK Architects

EVENT SPONSOR

AWARDS CEREMONY
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR

2024 NJHA Best at the Beach Honoree 

KENNETH M. MORRIS, JR., MHA, MA
Vice President, External Affairs, St. Joseph’s Health

D I S T I N G U I S H E D  S E R V I C E  A W A R D

Sponsored by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth

KENNETH M. MORRIS, JR., MHA, MA
Vice President, External Affairs, St. Joseph’s Health

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR

2024 NJHA Best at the Beach Honoree 

D I S T I N G U I S H E D  S E R V I C E  A W A R D

VA L L E Y  H E A LT H  SY S T E M   
T HA N K S  

AUDREY MEYERS 
F O R  M O R E  T HA N  40 Y E A R S   

O F  D E D I C AT E D  S E RV I C E   
T O  H E A LT H C A R E .  

Congratulations, Audrey, for being honored with  
New Jersey Hospital Association’s 

Lifetime Achievement Award.

Care Like No Other® 
ValleyHealth.com
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The New Jersey Hospital 
Association Emeritus 
Prize is a fitting tribute 
to your leadership and 
longtime commitment 
to those battling HIV/
AIDS, addictions, and 
homelessness.

Congratulations and 
heartfelt best wishes 
from our medical  
team, staff members, 
and residents!

James Gonzalez, 
MPH, FACHE, LNHA
President & CEO 
Broadway House for Continuing Care

NJHA Ad_FINAL_7.5x9.5.indd   1NJHA Ad_FINAL_7.5x9.5.indd   1 6/11/24   5:50 PM6/11/24   5:50 PM
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InspiraHealthNetwork.org

Inspira Health celebrates 2024 Emerging Leader
Courtney Timberman for her exceptional

leadership in uplifting our teams and driving access
transformation initiatives forward to streamline

and enhance patient care throughout our network.   

We are grateful to the New Jersey Hospital Association
for this recognition program and the tremendous

advocacy, networking and education they provide
for their member organizations.
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RWJBarnabas Health
proudly supports the 
NJHA’s Best at the Beach.
Congratulations to our own
Jill Anderson
Vice President, Patient Experience
Excellence in Patient Experience Award
and
Joseph Dobosh Jr.
Vice President and Chief Financial O�  cer (retired)
Mission & Margin Award.

rwjbh.org

Clara Maass Medical Center
Community Medical Center
Cooperman Barnabas Medical Center
Jersey City Medical Center
Monmouth Medical Center and
     The Unterberg Children’s Hospital 
Monmouth Medical Center Southern Campus 
Newark Beth Israel Medical Center and
    Children’s Hospital of New Jersey

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital and
     The Bristol-Myers Squibb Children’s Hospital 
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Hamilton 
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway 
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Somerset 
Trinitas Regional Medical Center
RWJBarnabas Health Behavioral Health Center 
Children’s Specialized Hospital 
Rutgers Cancer Institute
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Saint Peter’s Healthcare System
is a proud supporter of the

New Jersey Hospital Association’s
Best at the Beach 2024

732.745.8600  n  saintpetershcs.com

Saint Peter’s University Hospital n Saint Peter’s Physician Associates
Saint Peter’s Health and Management Services Corporation n Saint Peter’s Foundation

Sponsored by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Metuchen
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Get Started at 844.554.2306 
Envision.Health/Beach

Congratulations to all the healthcare 
heroes taking home awards from 
NJHA’s Best at the Beach!

Throughout New Jersey, we’re partnered with hospitals and 
health systems to create healthier communities.

Find out what a partnership with Envision could do for your 
hospital today!
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ALWAYS 
READY 
TO CARE 
FOR YOU
We know that health issues can arise at unexpected times. And at Hackensack Meridian 
Health, we’re ready for everything from preventative and urgent care to conditions such 
as cancer and heart disease. With world-class physicians, groundbreaking procedures 
and care that’s stronger than any illness, we’re ready for whatever our patients face, 
whenever they face it. 

Scan the QR code to find a location, 
or visit HackensackMeridianHealth.org. 

EATONTOWN

TOMS RIVER

JACKSON

FREEHOLD

POINT 
PLEASANT

BRICK

Hackensack Meridian Urgent Care

Hackensack Meridian 
Ocean Care Center 
(Satellite Emergency Dept.
+ Outpatient Services)

HACKENSACK MERIDIAN
BAYSHORE MEDICAL CENTER, 
HOLMDEL

HACKENSACK MERIDIAN
JERSEY SHORE 
UNIVERSITY MEDICAL 
CENTER AND 
K. HOVNANIAN 
CHILDREN’S 
HOSPITAL,
NEPTUNE

HACKENSACK 
MERIDIAN 
RIVERVIEW 
MEDICAL CENTER, 
RED BANK

NEPTUNE

HACKENSACK MERIDIAN
OCEAN UNIVERSITY
MEDICAL CENTER, 
BRICK

Hackensack Meridian Hospital

EE

EE

FORKED RIVER

HACKENSACK 
MERIDIAN 
SOUTHERN OCEAN 
MEDICAL CENTER, 
MANAHAWKIN

JSUMC-7337-JSUMC tourism Kentucky Derby print 5x8-24.indd   1JSUMC-7337-JSUMC tourism Kentucky Derby print 5x8-24.indd   1 4/18/24   11:57 AM4/18/24   11:57 AM
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AJG.com | The Gallagher Way. Since 1927.

© 2024 Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. | GBSUS100638

Talk to us
If you would like to find out 
more, scan the QR code to 
schedule a meeting.

Your organization’s wellbeing is our priority.

There’s nothing more important to the wellbeing of your business than the wellbeing of your people. That’s why, for more 

than 95 years, we’ve been here for businesses and communities. Offering customized insurance programs and benefits and 

HR solutions tailored to your organization’s needs. Consulting with you through every challenge to drive better outcomes. 

Helping your business build the confidence to handle whatever comes next.

Gallagher is a proud supporter of the New Jersey 
Hospital Association’s Best at the Beach event 
celebrating our healthcare heroes.
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Employee 
Benefits

Property & 
Casualty

Wealth 
Services

Retirement
Plan Services
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OUR SOLUTIONS POWERING YOUR SERVICES

Enhanced patient 
and staff comfort

Rebates* to reduce the cost of 
approved high-efficiency equipment*

Lower emissions and 
increased sustainability

Decreased 
operating costs

Greater system 
reliability

No upfront costs with our 
zero-interest* repayment plan

New Jersey Natural Gas' energy-efficiency program, SAVEGREENTM has programs 
tailored to make energy-efficient upgrades for healthcare facilities painless.

Southern Monmouth and Ocean counties: 
Fred Madera 
908-415-0369 
fmadera@njng.com

Northern Monmouth and Morris counties: 
Mike Mandzik 
732-547-5023 
mmandzik@njng.com

For more information, visit savegreen.com or scan the QR code:

*Terms and conditions apply. All offers are subject to available funding. Maximum OBRP 0% APR 
financing for eligible NJNG commercial customers is $150,000 for Prescriptive and $250,000 for Custom 
Programs and $75,000 for Energy Management retro-commissioning and tune-up. NJNG reserves the 
right, with approval of the State of New Jersey Board of Public Utilities, to terminate, modify, suspend or 
extend this rebate program. NJNG rebates and incentives do not apply to new construction. Offer applies 
to qualifying equipment purchased and installed by December 31, 2024. Rebate applications must be 
postmarked within 120 days of equipment purchase date. Customer must submit a paid receipt and proof 
of permit with NJNG application. Visit SAVEGREEN.com for rebates and financing terms and conditions.

Your Source for
Energy-efficiency
Rebates and 0%* APR.

Contact one of our commercial liaisons to get started:
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oslaw.com

Proudly Supports

THE NEW JERSEY HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION

Congratulations

To All of This Year’s Honorees

14 Village Park Road Cedar Grove NJ 07009 | 973.239.5700

Best at the Beach 2024

14 Village Park Road
Cedar Grove, NJ 07009
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McCarter & English, LLP 
is proud to support the 

New Jersey Hospital Association
2024 Best at the Beach
and congratulate this year’s honorees

Four Gateway Center, 100 Mulberry Street, Newark, NJ 07102 
973.622.4444   www.mccarter.com
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1 3 T H  D I S T R I C T

Senator Declan
O'Scanlon

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  A L L  O F

T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  B E S T  A T  T H E

B E A C H  H O N O R E E S !  

@declanoscanlonwww.declanoscanlon.com declan.oscanlon

Scan the QR code to explore our  
expansive portfolio of work in  
healthcare and beyond.

Celebrating those  
at the forefront  
of advancing the  
practice & delivery  
of healthcare.
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Welcome to  
Forvis Mazars.
Global to see the big picture.  
Local to understand it.

Providing clarity. Building confidence.

Assurance | Tax | Consulting

forvismazars.us
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Baker Tilly proudly supports  

NJHA’s  
Best at the Beach  
Helping make New Jersey a healthier place

Let’s connect
bakertilly.com

Baker Tilly Advisory Group, LP and Baker Tilly US, LLP, trading as Baker Tilly, operate 
under an alternative practice structure and are members of the global network of 
Baker Tilly International Ltd., the members of which are separate and independent legal 
entities. Baker Tilly US, LLP is a licensed CPA firm that provides assurance services to 
its clients. Baker Tilly Advisory Group, LP and its subsidiary entities provide tax and 
consulting services to their clients and are not licensed CPA firms. The name Baker Tilly 
and its associated logo is used under license from Baker Tilly International limited. The 
information provided here is of a general nature and is not intended to address the 
specific circumstances of any individual or entity. In specific circumstances, the services 
of a professional should be sought. © 2024 Baker Tilly Advisory Group, LP
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phil@prassasllc.com
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Thank you NJHA for your continued support 
and partnership in saving and enhancing lives 

through organ and tissue donation.

Say YES  
Save Lives

Register as an organ and tissue donor today at NJSN.org.  

NJHA _Best of The Beach.indd   1NJHA _Best of The Beach.indd   1 5/23/2024   5:10:27 PM5/23/2024   5:10:27 PM

Congratulations to this year’s 
Best at the Beach honorees!  

www.dughihewit.com
cdomalewski@dughihewit.com

DUGHI, HEWIT &

DOMALEWSKI, P.C.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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Physician Management Services 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

L E A R N M O R E  AT  W W W . P P E N ET . C O M  
 

J O S E P H  J .  C A L A B R O ,  D O ,  F A C O E P - D I S T . ,  F A C E P ,   P R E S I D E N T  a n d  C E O  

732-212-0060 Ex t .  208    INFO@PPENET.COM 

A           Affiliate... 

A private practice management company                                    
offering flexible models to fit your needs. 
info@libertymedmanagement.com 
732-936-6444 Ext. 214 
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We deploy local trusted  
social media messengers to:

 ʝ Reach the hard-to-reach
 ʝ Bridge trust divides
 ʝ Drive positive public health outcomes

Trusted by NJHA, and swept gold, silver and bronze of the AdAge Healthcare  
Marketing Impact Awards “Social Media Campaign of the Year”

xomad.com - info@xomad.com



Best at the Beach  |  July 11, 2024  |  Ocean Place, Long Branch, NJ38

Is Proud to Support

NJHA’S
BEST AT THE BEACH 2024

www.NewportCapitalGroup.com
Phone: 732-741-8400

The current written disclosure statement for Newport Capital Group, LLC, an SEC registered investment adviser, discussing its
Advisory services and fees, remains available upon request. SEC registration does not constitute an endorsement of the firm by the 

Commission, nor does it indicate that the adviser has attained a particular level of skill or ability.
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A BETTER WAY FORWARD

The First Intelligent Payor 
Portal Gateway Built for Healthcare

Your Gateway Access 
to All Payor Portals.

Clear Reporting • Manage Portal Access • Remove Unnecessary Users
200%–800% Time Savings by Automating Payor Portal Access

Learn More Today!

zynctechgroup.com
jason.thomas@zynctechgroup.com  |  todd.munshaur@zynctechgroup.com

One-Touch. We’ll Take You There.
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We proudly support

NJHA’s Best at the Beach 2024

©2024 Jackson Lewis P.C.  •  Attorney Advertising  •  jacksonlewis.com

Robyn L. Aversa  |  Principal 
200 Connell Drive, Suite 2000, Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922
908-795-5128  |  Robyn.Aversa@jacksonlewis.com

Focused on labor and employment law since 1958, our 1,000+ attorneys located in major cities 
nationwide consistently identify and respond to new ways workplace law intersects business.
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9 Month Term      
$1,000 Minimum Deposit      New Money Only

APY*

www.HEFCU.com
*Annual Percentage Yield. Rates are accurate as of 6/12/2024. Rate is subject to change without notice. CD’s are prohibited from additional deposits after opening. The minimum deposit to open

the promotional CD is $1,000 in new money (funds must not already be on deposit with HEFCU). The APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is determined by an assumption that dividends remain in the CD
account until maturity. This CD automatically renews on the maturity date for the same term, and the dividend rate in effect at the time of maturity will be applied (there is a ten (10) day grace
period, upon maturity only, to change the CD term or close the CD without penalty). Penalties apply for early withdrawal and will reduce dividends on the CD. If funds are withdrawn before the

maturity date, the penalty will equal 180 days’ dividends on your certificate account. Other conditions apply, please contact the credit union for full details or visit our website.
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Parkerlife.org
732.902.4200 |  

Home & Community  
Based Services

Assisted Living

Nursing Care

Post Acute 
Rehabilitation




